
Port Dover, Ont., Oct. 5, 1893. 

-----------I 

Arrived here i n  t h e  evening of October 4. 

Spent the 5 t h  w i t h  the fishermen at the  mouth 

o f  t h e  creek a t  th i s  place.  There a r e  two 

gangs working here  now. One under Jas. Lore 

( 6  men a l toge the r ) ,  t he  o the r  .rnder Capt. Geo. 

F. Allen (3 men a l t o g e t h e r ) .  They f i sh  

c h i e f l y  f o r  he r r ing  w i t h  gill nets .  

They a r e  the  only men now f i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  

Immediate neighborhood except t he  Lone, Point 

C o . ,  a l a r g e  concern, explained f a r t h e r  on. 

We were down a t  t he  wharf when t h e  two 

boats came i n  i n  the  morning, between 9 and 10 ,  

and examined t h e i r  f i sh .  P a i d  s p e c i a l  a t t en -  

t i o n  t o  those brought i n  by Capt. Allen and the 

notes which imnedlately fol low a p p l y  c h i e f l y  

to this examination. 

e 

Hi8 catch this morning was a medium one, 

containing probably about 900 or 1,000 f i s h .  
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They were near ly  exc lus ive ly  herrinq; (b lue  

backs) ,  w i t h  about 1 1/2 dozen blue p i c k e r e l ,  
0 

2 yellow p i c k e r e l ,  about 1 dozen yellow perch 

and a very f e w  common suckers.  

( M r .  Lowe's ca tch  was much the  same, but 

he had a l s o  1 o r  2 small mullet  and 1 green 

bass. ) 

The he r r ing  n e t s  are supposed t o  have a 

mesh not l e s s  than  3 inches s t re tched .  I 

measured one of  Capt. Al len ' s  n e t s  and found 

the  mesh t o  vary from 2 3/4 t o  2 7/8 inches. 

In  conversat ion he said he thought the  twine 

d i d  not  shrink i n  use ,  and that the meshing o f  

t he  f i s h  would, i f '  anything, tend t o  s t r e t c h  

it .  

The majori ty  of the  h e r r i n g  r an  i n  length  

from 11 t o  12 inches. None were longer  than 

12 inches. A few were eomewhat l e s s  than 11 

inches, but found only one as  small as 10 

inahes. Saw no o t h e r s  less than  10 1/2 inches.  
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The 10 inch he r r ing  had a g r e a t e s t  he ight  

a of  2 l/4 inches. Specimens from 11 t o  12 

inches long were between 2 1/2 and 3 1/4 inches 

high. The g r e a t e s t  height  i s  a t  o r  j u s t  i n  

f r o n t  of  l i n e  connecting f r o n t  ends of dorsa l  

and v e n t r a l  f i n s .  

These f i s h  a r e  r a t h e r  plump, however, and 

t h e i r  he ight  does not give a good idea of t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n  t o  the  mesh of  the  ne ts .  The her r ing  

were a l l  meshed wel l  forward, mainly f rom t h e  

back end of  t h e  head t o  h a l f  way t o  the  l i n e  

connecting f r o n t  ends of d o r s a l  and v e n t r a l  

fins. That i e  i t  appeared as though they 

would a l l  have meshed i n  a net  having a some- - 

what l a r g e r  meeh. 

Six of t h e  h e r r i n g  were cut  open a t  once. 

5 were between 11 and 12  inches long; 1 was 10 

inahea long;  4 were females, 2 were males. 
(b 

The ova r i e s  were a l l  f m r  advanced, some a , 

l i t t l e  farther than o the r s .  ! h o  af forded  eggs 

by slight prelrsure on abdomen before c u t t i n g  
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0 
open. The ova r i e s  a r e  q u i t e  l a r g e  and extend 

wel l  through abdominal cav i ty .  The eggs a r e  

r a t h e r  l a r g e r ,  though much smaller than i n  the  

wh i t e f i sh ;  l i g h t  yellow i n  color .  I t  looked 

as though therre f i s h  would have spawned i n  2 t o  

4 reeks. 

Later  i n  the d a y  a l a r g e  number of' he r r ing  

were s p l i t  i n  Capt. Allen 's  place.  The f e r n a h  

predominated, and a l l  of both sexes were far 

advanced toward spawning. I n  some specimens 

i t  looked as though the  spawn would run i n  a 

week o r  two, The e c p  seemed q u i t e  separated 

from each o the r  i n  the  ovar ies .  A l i g h t  

preaaure,,would undoubtedly have forced them 
& d&ccrWL.rcr 4- ciLa;;/ 

out. The m i l t  was i n  the same r e l a t i v e  con- 

d i t i o n .  I n  some specimens after c u t t i n g  t h e  

spermaries t he  m i l t  ran out freely, 

Two specimens of t h e  conmon sucker were 

opened; one male, 12 inches long, one female 

1 6  inehes long, Both seemed very near ly  ready 
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t o  pass  eggs and m i l t ,  though i t  might have 

requi red  a month yet .  The eggs were consider- 

a b l y  smaller  than those of t he  her r ing .  The 

ova r i e s  were very l a r g e ,  f i l l i n g  ap l a r g e  p a r t  

of  body m a v i t y .  

One mullet  about 13 inches lone ,  a male, 

had no ind ica t ions  of r ipening  of m i l t .  

The f i s h  were mostly taken by t he  Long 

Point C O . ,  and placed i n  c o l d  storage.  They 

have bui ld ings  here f o r  that purpose. A few 

h e r r i n g  l a t e r  i n  the d a y  were s p l i t  and s a l t e d .  

They were becoming s o f t .  This f i s h  w i l l  not 

l as t  long, e spec ia l ly  i f  t he  weather i s  a t  a l l  

warm, as i t  was to-day. They were g e t t i n g  

s o f t  r a p i d l y .  The heads were taken o f f .  

Then t h e  bodies were s p l i t  along the  back l i k e  

mackerel. The e n t r a i l s  were e n t i r e l y  cleaned 

ou t ,  and t h e  f i s h  were thrown i n  a br ine  s t rong  
(9 

enough t o  f l o a t  a potato#. They a r e  l e f t  here  

a day t o  allow t h e  blood t o  wash off and ou t ,  
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when they a re  taken out ,  and packed i n  salt. 

This i s  the  p r a c t i c e  i f  the  weather i s  a t  a l l  

w a r m .  

a 

I n  cold weather t he  he r r ing  a r e  s i m p l y  

gibbed and s a l t e d .  

To-day the  males seemed t o  so f t en  f a s t e r  

than the  females. The f i rs t  and g r e a t e s t  

decay occurs arodnd the  ana l  opening, which i s  

as might be expected. A few of  the  i’ ish had 

decayed by 4 o’clock P. M. so much t h a t  they 

had to be thrown away. They were softest 

through the lower or  v e n t r a l  p a r t s  of  t he  s ides .  

The r i b s  would work out a s  they were cut  open, 

and e t i c k  out,Obt f& c ; d 4 a  b * = 7 ,  

The herring a r e  now very f a t ,  and the 

sides of the b e l l i e s  a r e  very  t h i c k ,  where they 

c9 are t h i n  i n  t h e  mackerel during the per iod  

when ca r ry ing  such r i p e  spawn. Capt .  Allen 

eays t h e y  remain fat through the f a l l ,  but 

beaome t h i n  i n  t h e  winter (sometimes taken 
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through the i c e )  and a r e  a l s o  t h i n  i n  the 

spr ing.  These h e r r i n g  a r e  the re fo re  i n  best 

condi t ion i n  the  spawning season. 

e 

One hundred he r r ing  a t  t h i s  mason w i l l  

average about 75 pounds i n  weight. The l a r g e r  

ones w i l l  weigh ap t o  1 pound apiece.  

The he r r ing  n e t s  a r e  supposed t o  have a 

3 inch mesh. 

They a r e  made genera l ly  i n  two s i z e s ;  3 pounds 

of net t ine;  equal t o  about 200 ya rds ;  and 1 1/2 

pounds equal t o  about 100 yards.  The l a t t e r  

a r e  c a l l e d  shor t  n e t s  and c o s t  about $10. when 

They hang about 3 l/2 f e e t  deep. 

r igged. The n e t s  l as t  about 2 seasons. They 

r equ i r e  a good deal  of r epa i r ing  the second 

season. 

The p i c k e r e l  a r e  very hard on the  n e t s ,  

muah more so . than the  her r ing .  

They use  a somewhat heavier  twine here  f o r  

the net8 than i n  Lake Ontario, Use here  a No. 

60 trine. Capt.  Allen thought they used No. 

62 trine in Lake Ontario. 
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The n e t s  have t o  be ca re fu l ly  used and 

@ cared for. When taken up they a re  hauled f i s h  

and a l l  i n t o  l a r g e  wooden t r a y s  o r  boxes. 

They seldom have time t o  take more than a few 

of t h e  f i s h  out on the way home. 

Each pa r ty  s e t s  its n e t s  i n  a continuous 

s t r i n g ,  t i e d  toge ther .  They go out now about 

4 i n  t h e  morning. A gang i s  sa t  and the o l d  

one taken up. A t  this season they can safely 

be l e f t  out only one n i g h t ,  on account of t h e  

f i s h  d y i n g  and decaying. When the water get8  

colder  they may sometimes be l e f t  out over 2 

nights .  The n e t s  a r e  a l l  s e t  on the  bottom. 

When t h e  boa ts  a r r i v e d  t h i s  morning the 

f ish were mostly a l l  i n  the  n e t s ,  and t h i s  i s  

the cuatomary ray. The f i r a t  th ing  is t o  

d i sen tangle  the  f i s h ,  which i s  a slow and 

laborioua operation, as they a r e  t i g h t l y  
e 

faatened gene ra l ly ,  and sometimes meshed more 

than once. If q u i t e  smaJ$, they may be foroed 

forwards through the mesh. Generally, however, 
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the mesh has  t o  be worked o f f  over the head. 

The net  i s  much twis ted  and entangled. a 

When the  f i s h  are  out they mst first be 

cared fo r .  To-day they were placed i n  t h e  

cold s torage  of the Long Poiftt Co., which takes  

most of t h e i r  f ish.  Two b a r r e l s  were iced 

round and shipped t o  some Canadian town. 

Next t he  n e t s  wme wound onto a small 

r e e l ,  one person turn ing  the  r e e l ,  one managing 

t h e  l ead  l i n e ,  another  the f l o a t  l i n e ,  and a 

f o u r t h  tak ing  i t  ou; of the  box, and untwis t ing  

i t .  The r e e l  and ne t  a r e  then hung i n  a tank 

of lime r a t e r ,  about 2 quarts unslacked l i m e  t o  

t he  amount of  water requi red  t o  f i l l  a taqk, 

somewhat l a r g e r  than the  r e e l ,  the a x l e  of 

rhiah f i t 8  i n t o  s l o t s  a t  t he  ends of the tank. 

I t  i s  turned around i n  t h e  tank f o r  2 o r  3 

minutes. The lime water c u t s  t h e  sl ime on t h e  
113 

n e t s ,  and causes t h e  ne t8  t o  dry more qujckly.  

Before l i m i n g ,  however, the  reel w i t h  the 
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ne t  is placed on the wharf and is thoroughly 

drenched w i t h  water f r o m  buckets t o  remove as iB 

much d i r t  as poss ib le .  

After l iming the  net  is r ee l ed  f r o m  the 

small t o  a very l a r g e  r e e l  suspended i n  the  

open a i r ,  f o r  drying. 

To-day t h e  sun was shining and t h e  n e t s  

d r i e d  quickly.  When t h i s  occurs the  n e t s  may 

be ready f o r  use  aga in  the next morning. 

There seemed, however, t o  be qui te  a surp lus  

of n e t s  on t h e  r e e l s .  

D r .  Wakeham suggested t o  them t h a t  they 

t r y  using a s o l u t i o n  of' sugar a& l ead  and alum 

f o r  preserv ine  t h e i r  ne t s .  Thought if t he  

n e t s  were soaked i n  i t  trice a year i t  would 

8ave them t h e  t roub le  they have every day .  

1/2 pound each of sugar o f  lead and alum 

dissolved i n  half a b a r r e l  of water,  and soak 
@ 

t h e  n e t s  i n  it over n igh t ,  then hanging up t o  

dry.  This s o l u t i o n  i s  used for ao t ton  sa i l s  
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i n  p l aces ,  and also fo r  rendering c e r t a i n  kinds 

e of c l o t h  water proof.  

The reason f o r  taking 80 much care  of t h e  

n e t s  is t o  prevent mildew and decay of n e t s ,  

which t a k e s  p lace  very r ap id ly .  

Each of t hese  b o a t s  uses  about 10 o r  12  

n e t s  a t  a s e t t i n g ,  but I could not a s c e r t a i n  

what the length  of  t h e  n e t s  was, whether 200 

or  100 yards.  The quest ion was evaded. 

Yellow p i c k e r e l  a r e  occasional ly  taken i n  

t hese  n e t s ,  contrary t o  what we heard a t  Port  

Colborne. 

The blue p i c k e r e l  are worth a l i t t l e  more 

now than the  he r r ing .  The f o r m e r  b r i n g  t o  the 

fishermen (wholesale) an average of' about 

11/4 c e n t s  a pound, the p i cke re l  1 1/2 t o  2 

cents .  Yellow p i c k e r e l  a r e  b e t t e r  eatinfr 

than blue p icke re l .  
i- .) 

The information we obtained here  r e l a t e d  

e n t i r e l y  t o  the g i l l  nets. 

eould i n s t r u c t  us about t he  pound ne ts .  

Saw no one who 
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Expected to see Mr. Harris, Pres. of the Long 

Point Co. He was at the Point, but did not 

come over while we were at P o r t  Dover. 

(1 

No seines are  used about here now, and the 

fishing about this place is represented by the 

g i l l  netting of Lowe and Allen, and the nets 

and pounds of the Lonp Point Co. 

A 
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James Lore, P o r t  Dover, Ont. 

Oct. 5 ,  1893. 

H a s  been i n  t h e  business here  13 years, 

and p r i n c i p a l l y  engaged i n  g i l l  ne t  f i s h i n g  

during that time. A few years ago used 2 

boats ;  now only one. Has a l i c e n s e ,  however, 

f o r  two boats (1,000 rods net for each)  and 

uses  more than 1000 rods t o  the one boat. 

His crew c o n s i s t s  o f  5 men besides  himself.  

The n e t s  used c h i e f l y  f o r  herrine, and 

p icke re l ,  have a 3 inch mesh ( s t r e t c h e d ) .  The 

th read  does not shr ink so far  as he knows. If 

anything, the  mesh should ge t  l a r g e r  by use. 

S t a r t s  f i a h i n g  i n  the  sp r ing  as soon as 

poss ib l e  a f te r  t h e  i a e  get8  ou t ,  ahout April.1 

The f i a h i n g  then lasts f rom 4 t o  6 weeks. 

They f i s h  4 t o  5 miles  off shore i n  depths of 

5 to 6 fathoms. Take ch ie f ly  herr ing.  

Af te r  this t i m e  the  he r r ing  leave.  He 
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i 

does not know *here they go, but supposes i n t o  

deep water.  Their boat6 a r e  not l a r g e  enough 

t o  follow them, and they give up f i sh ing .  

The t ugs  from E r i e ,  however, follow them out 

i n t o  the  middle o f  t he  lake  and f i sh  f o r  them 

a l l  sumer. 

' The Americans a l s o  make u8e of more k inds  

of f i s h  than on th i s  side. Their tugs enable 

them t o  market f i s h  r a p i d l y  i n  warm weather, 

and t h i s  gives them a g r e a t  advantage over the 

fishermen on t h i e  side. 

During t h e  Sunmer Mr. Lore may set a net  

onae i n  a while i f  f i s h  a r e  requi red  f o r  any 

purpose, but does t h i s  seldom, as  t he  n e t s  rill 

m i l d e w  i n  one day ' s  time, and give them much 

t rouble .  

From Brie  they f i s h  t o  a depth o f  13 

fathom8 i n  sumner. 

The f a l l  f i s h i n g  o f f  Port Dover begins 

generally about October 1. Thi8 fear  it  began 
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a reek earlier. It is not until this time 

that the herring can be found. This fishing 

has then been continued through October and 

November, and a reek or ten days into December. 

In October they catch very few pickerel. In 

November about half the f i s h  taken are pickerel 

Very little fishing is ever done here in 

the winter with gill nets. The ice does not 

generally serve well here for that purpose. 

Never saw any spawn running from the 

herring, although he had seen it running from 

whitefish. In the latter the eggs will some- 

times stream out when they are held up. When 

herring have been lying piled in boxes after 

catahing, he bas sometimes seen eggs among them 

when they were overhauled. He could not tell 

the dates. Had not paid any attention to the 

matter. 

There has been better fishing this Year, 

both spring and fall (UP to date) than ever 
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before in his experience (13 years). 

To-day made a catch of' about 750 pounds 
0 

herring with 1500 yards gillnets. Would 

recard this as a fair catch. Yesterday took 

about 2500 pounds herring with the same amount 

of nets. That was, however, an extraordinary 

catch. 

Considers that the herring are just  as 

abundant now as ever. This applies to the 

entire region inside of and about Long Point. 

The catch varies from year to year, periods of 

2 or 3 years poor fishing being followed by 

1, 2 or more years good fishing. 

(Capt. Allen states, however, that the 

herring fishery is of very recent date in this 

region, as an extensive business. See his 

remarks further on). 

During the springs of 1890 and 1891 a 
* 

uort of ulime was very common on the herring 

ground0 and attaahed itself t o  the nets, making 
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the twine look many times l a r g e r  than i t  was. 

I t  had the appearance of mustard when i t  dr ied .  

Never saw i t  before and i t  d i d  not occur i n  

the  f a l l  of the same years.  I t  came upon the  

ne t8  every time they were s e t ,  and rendered 

t h e  f i s h i n g  very  poor. 

The proper mesh f o r  the  he r r ing  g i l l  n e t s  

throughout Lake E r i e  is 3 inches ( e x t . ) .  I t  

should be allowed n e i t h e r  smaller  nor l a r g e r .  

A 2 3/4 inch mesh would not catch any more 

he r r ing ,  but would take many mall ones. 

There should be no c lose  season for 

he r r ing .  

The h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  here  with g i l l  ne t8  

i a  conducted c h i e f l y  i n  a depth of about 6 

fathoms. 

fathoms. 

Sometimes go i n t o  depths  of 7 o r  8 

The depths are the same both spring 
4 

and fall4 

Gill net f i s h i n g  f o r  he r r ing  does not  

i n t e r f e r e  with any other  spec ies  of f i s h  t o  an 
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apprec iab le  ex ten t .  

I n  the  spr ing,  during the  close season 

f o r  pickerel, do not ca tch  more than a dozen 

p icke re l  a week i n  the gill n e t s  among the 

her r ing .  

spawn. Por t  Rowan Bay i s  an i m p o r t a n t  

spawning ground f o r  them. 

The p i cke re l  e n t e r  the  b$s t o  

Before t h e  close season begins, i n  case 

t he  i c e  opens e a r l y  enough t o  permit,  they w i l l  

f i s h  out l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of p i cke re l  i n  these  

places. Find the re  both t h e  blue and yellow 

p i c k e r e l ,  and a l s o  the  pike and maskinonge. 

The h e r r i n g  s p o i l  very quickly, e s p e c i a l l y  

if the weather is t h e  l e a s t  b i t  warm. From 

t h i s  f a c t  they are a t  a disadvantage compared 

with the  Americans who have b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  disposing quickly of t h e i r  catch. 

Yellow perch a r e  sometimes taken q u i t e  

plent i f 'u l ly ,  during the spring fishery f o r  

herring with  gill nets. -st spr ing ,  however, 
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they d i d  not  g e t  many. They a r e  not  of much 

value hero. 
4B 

No black bass a t  a l l  a r e  taken i n  the g i l l  

n e t s ,  but once i n  a while a green bass ( s a w  one 

this morning; greenish yellow i n  c o l o r ) .  

Get a small number of suckers i n  the g i l l  

Mr. Lowe has a drag neine something over 

100 y a r d s  long, which he sometimes hau l s  on the  

ou te r  heach t o  t he  west o f  the entrance t o  the 

creek. I t  i s  only hauled i n  the  sp r ing  as 

soon as  t h e  i c e  i s  out; during the  month o f  

Apri l  is t h e  proper time. No good a f t e r  t h s  
t 

end of  April .  Take w i t h  i t  suckers ,  mul le t ,  

bul lheads and a few pike.  A t  t h i s  time o f  t h e  

year, o the r  and b e t t e r  f i s h  being scarce o r  not  

ob ta inable ,  these  i'ish f i n d  a ready s a l e .  a 
The use  of g i l l  n e t s  and of' the  s ing le  

esiae is all the f i sh ing  done by M r .  Lowe. 

Has about 5 men to help h i m  a l toge ther .  Only 

3 o r  4 go out i n  t h e  boat.  
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Perhaps 20 years ago, and previous t o  t ha t  

time, about 1000 yards  of  c i l l  n e t s  used t o  be 

f i shed  from this pl8Ce for whitefish. Some 

farmers a l s o  used to own and f i s h  w i t h  g i l l  

nets .  This Pishery,  however, never amounted 

t o  anything a t  this place. "his was before 

pound nets  came i n t o  use ,  and before a c lose  

8ea8on had been enacted. The f i she ry  was 

e n t i r e l y  confined t o  the shallow, rocky bottoms 

near shore. The season began about t he  m i d d l 2  

of October, continued through November and 

somewhat into December. 

H e  t h inks  t h a t  the whi te f i sh  s t i l l  occur 

i n  those places  a t  t h e  same season. The c lose  

mason a c t ,  however, has stbpped the f i she ry .  

I t  could begin only a short t i m e  before  

November and could extend only a l i t t l e  while 

into Deaember, 80 t h a t  i t  would not  pay t o  set  

net8 for thi8 spec ies  (They simply came into 

t h e  shallow water t o  spawd.  
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The whi te f i sh  now en te r  the pound n e t s  t o  

some exten t  i n  Yovember, but those taken during 

t h i s  month a r e  supposed t o  be turned loose ,  

and he has no reason t o  think the law i s  d i s -  

regarded i n  t h i s  respec t .  

The pound n e t s  i n  t h i s  region take 

p r i n c i p a l l y  her r ing .  Some #hi t e f  i sh a r e  

caught i n  the f a l l .  A l s o  take more o r  l e s s  of  

p ike ,  p i cke re l ,  green bass ( s p r i n g ) ,  maskinongq 

broad mul le t ,  and sturgeon (June, J u l y  and 

A u e s t .  ) 

They begin t o  put down t h e  pound n e t s  i n  

May. They a re  kept down continuously u n t i l  

Deoember, and have f i shed  a l l  the t i m e .  They 

are obliged t o  throw out the  black bass during 

the  ClOSe season for them i n  the  spr ing ,  and 

the wh i t e f i sh  and salmon t r o u t  i n  November. 0 
He thinks they are p r e t t y  caref'ul about obeying 

the lawa. 
\ 

During the  f a l l  of  1892, f o r  t he  first 
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time, they were obl iged t o  drop the  tunnels  t o  

the  pound n e t s  during about 2 weeks i n  November 

and a t  the same time they were obliged t o  s t o p  

the  u s e  of the he r r ing  g i l l  ne ts .  

This f a l l  they have been n o t i f i e d  that 

they m8t discont inue f i s h i n g  w i t h  pound n e t s  

and he r r ing  &ill n e t s  throuch the  e n t i r e  month 

of  November. 

As t h e  November c l o s e  season was made 

f o r  t he  benef i t  of' the  whi te f i sh  and salmon 

t r o u t ,  of  which they take none here ,  they con- 

s i d e r  i t  very un jus t  that they should be  ob- 

l i g e d  t o  stop g i l l  n e t t i n g  during Yovember. 

( I n  stopping the  use of these  n e t s  i n  November 

a t  t h i s  p lace ,  w k m  not t he  he r r ing  the  f i s h  
A U C U  

which t h e  Government had i n  mind t o  p r o t e c t ? ) .  

Mr. Lowe kn0a8 that  the  tugs  from E r i e  

come way over on t o  t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t he  l ake  

t o  f i s h  with g i l l  ne t s .  H a 8  m e n  them l i f t  

their n e t s  on the  nor th  o r  inner  s i d e  of Long 

Point. Thinks t h a t  t h i s  i n t r u s i o n  i n  Canadian 
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grounds has been carried on to a very large 

extent. The Long Point Co. complained of the 

matter to the Government. This ie the only 

eeason when the Canadian authorities have taken 

any action looking toward stopping their coming 

over. Mr. Harris, President of  the Long Point 

Company, was instrumental in bringing th'is 

about. 

The Long Point Co. is running about 14 

pounds, which are mostly in Long Point Bay. 

2 or 3 are on the outer aide of Long Point and 

2 are Bast o f b  Port Dover. 

Besides these, there are 3 pounds at 

Nanticoke, and some at Selkirk. Some pounds 

a180 used to be fished about Grand River, 

Maitland, and may be now. 

The Long Point Co. have only about 6 men 

t o  tend their pounds. They conetitute also 

the crew of the steam tug which f i shes  the 

pounds. 
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As at present, only 2 parties have been 

oontinuously fishing with gill nets from Port 

Doverb at any time in the p a s t .  Sometimes 

other persons have gone i n t o  the business on 

a small scale, but they have never continue& 

for  more than a short time. 



d 
Capt. Geo. F. Allen, Port  Dover, Ont. 

Oct. 5 ,  1893. 

Came over t o  this country from Scotland i n  

1850, when he was 22 years  o l d .  Had f ished 

i n  Scotland. H a s  been fishing s t e a d i l y  f r o m  

Port  Dover 15  years. Previous t o  t h a t  had 

fished here  off and on. 

I n  this place has only used g i l l  n e t ,  

mainly f o r  he r r ing  and p icke re l ,  but a l s o  t o  

some ex ten t  f o r  whitef ish.  

Fished f o r  wh i t e f i sh  with g i l l  n e t s  be- 

tween 10 and 15 years  ago. D i d  not make a 

regular business  of i t ,  but f i s h e d  only 8 l i t-  

t l e  i n  the f a l l .  I t  d i d  not  continue t o  be a 

payin8 business  . 
Q The sea8on for uhitefish then was the 

l a t te r  p a r t  of October and all of November, but 

never fished in December. That was before the 

fishery was r e p l a t e d  by law. No l i c e n s e  W 8 8  
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r equ i r ed ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no cloee tiseason. 

They used 4 1/2 and 5 inch mesh g i l l  n e t s ,  not  

because of any law t o  that e f f e c t ,  but because 

t h a t  seemed t o  be t h e  bes t  size f o r  taking the  

e 

f i s h .  

The f i ah ing  was c a r r i e d  on off Port Dover, 

and 7 m i l e a  below t h e r e ,  on r e e f s ,  having 8 t o  

10  o r  12 f e e t  o f  r a t e r ,  about 1/2 mile off' the 

beach. The white f i sh  used t o  be very abund- 

ant i n  these places .  After 5 years' t i m e  

no t iced  much decrease i n  their number, and 

after 5 years more thay had become much less 

abundant The season# f o r  tak ing  them on 

them r e e f s  being chief ly  t h e  spanning and 

cloae 8eaaon of' November, no one fishes t h e r e  

now and he has had no way of t e l l i n g  what t h e i r  

a comparative numbers may be nor ,  but he t h inks  

they would not  be found abundant, although some 

r o a d  undoubtedly occur. 

Salmon t r o u t  would not come i n t o  such 
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a 

li 

shallow water and were not taken i n  that 

f i s h e r y ,  

30 yea r s  ago the  people about here  used 

t o  go out a t  n igh t  w i t h  a to rch  and spear 

whi te f i sh  on these  r e e f s ,  They were very 

abundant, but were taken only f o r  domestic use  

or s m a l l  sales. There were no markets f o r  

them i n  those t i m e s .  

( A  cousin of Capt. Allen who was present  

sa id  t h a t  some time before Capt. Allen began 

f i s h i n g  here  he used t o  use  gill n e t s  f o r  white 

fish on t h e  same shallow r e e f s  above descr ibed,  

i n  the fa l l .  Would t ake  100 wh i t e f i sh  i n  a 

n i g h t ,  us ing  not  over 400 o r  500 yards of n e t ,  

having a 4 l/2 inch mesh. A t  that t i m e  t h i s  

spec ie8  was 10 t i m e s  more abundant than when 

Capt. Allen began fishing).  

The best ca tch  of her r ing  which Capt. 

Allen ever  made was 1800 l b s , ,  2 years  ago. 

Had 16 gill nets out, about 1800 yards.  
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Yesterday he took 1600 pounds herring 
0 

with 12 nets of about same size a8 above. 

Could not say  whether as a whole herring 

have decreaaed or not. 

The herring fishery has begun here within 

about 12 years, and did not become extensive 

until about 8 years ago. Before that time 

not much attention was paid to herring, and 

this species has not, therefore, been under 

observation very many years. 

Do not now get them a8 plentiful right 

along a8 they did in the beginning. Night 

before last, when he took 1600 pounds, vas a 

dark, stormy night, well adapted to gill 

netting, and even under those circumstances 

the catch was an extraordinary one. 

Get a good rmny smaller herring in the 

pounds hereabauts than in the gill nets. 

run down to 6 and 7 inohes. 

They 

The p m d a  used t o  have only 2 inch 
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m 
I L J -  

mesh ( & I .  (This seems t o  be all t h e y  have 

now 1 . 
The pounds have done much harm i n  tak ing  

so many small her r ing .  Great q u a n t i t i e s  have 

been thrown away, and they a l s o  used t o  s e l l  

80- 

Picke re l  a r e  not  so plenty  now as they 

used t o  be. 

P r e t t y  much a l l  of the he r r ing  taken to- 

day  would mesh i n  3 1/8 inch g i l l  ne t s .  Those 

nor taken i n  the  3 inch n e t s  a r e  all meshed 

p r e t t y  w e l l  forward. 

Herring are taken in depths of 5 t o  8 

fathome, both spr ing  and fall, p r i n c i p a l l y  on 

mud bottom, some sand. Could not s a y  whether 

the h e r r i n p  would spawn on such bottom o r  no t ;  

the whitefish would not.  ci 
Many young f i s h  occur i n  t h e  etream here  

in June, July and August. Could n o t  say 

whether t h e y  were young her r ing  o r  not.  (Prof.  
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Prince caught a f e w  specimens. 

though they might be herring). 

They look as 
m 

Thinks that the fry of the whitefish and 

salmon trout are planted here in too shallow 

water, too near the  shore, where pickerel are 

abundant, and where they are likely to fall 

prey to other fishes. The storms which beat 

upon these beaches could a l s o  destroy them. 

Does not know whether whitefish are more 

ahundant now than they were before the planting 

began. Has no ray of finding out, as they 

do not fish for them here with g i l l  nets. 

Don't Bet the same amount of whitefish in the 

pounds now that they used to. 

Southwest and rest winds are the best for 

fishing gill nets here. Get very few fish 

during east rinds. 

From 1/2 t o  3/4 of a mile out from the 

pier there is a reef where they f i s h  as a sport 

for black baess and perch briny: surmer. This 
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furnishes employment as guides and boatmen to 

some of the men who go fishing regularly in the 
0 

spring and fall. 
k- 

There is good toll f i s h i n g  at Long Point. 
A 


